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Patrick Ewing is 





hanks to his expenise in forensic psychology and a seencingly insa-
tiable public interest in the mind~ of criminals, Pro fessor C~arles :atrick 
Ew ing's name is as well-known Ill newspapers and televJsJon as 111 the 
halls of UB Law School. 
A long career of se1v ice as an expe1t witness, consultant, adviser, lectur-
er and teacher has brought a distinctive honor to Ew in g: He has been named a 
State University o f New York D istinguished Se1v ice Professor. The academic rank 
honors and recognizes extraordimuy se1v ice, not only on camrus and for SUNY, 
but also at the community, regional, state and national levels. 
Ew ing, w ho has been a member of 
the VB Law faculty since 1983, teaches 
cri.mjnallaw, evidence, juvenile law, 
forensic science and psychology, and 
psychiatry and law. H is serv ice as a 
consultant and trial w itness includes ex-
pen ise in forensic psycho logy; insanity 
defenses, includ ing postpanum r sy-
chosis: juvenile violence; domestic vio-
lence; and rerressed memo1y. He has 
U B L A W F 0 R U M 
testified before Congress about the 
need fo r better legal p rotections for bat-
tered w omen, and his writing and re-
search on battered women and on in-
trafamilial violence is considered sem i-
nal in the field. 
"This is really nice for a lot of rea-
sons." Ew ing says o f the honor. For 
one, he says, his friend and mentor 
Murray Levine. recently retired from 
UB, also held the title of Distinguished 
Serv ice Professor. "To be given tl1e 
honor he held ," Ewing said , '·is :1 great 
honor to me ." 
E 
wing took an unusual route 
to his legal career, having 
practiced psychology for five 
years after earning his doctor-
ate in child and family psy-
cho logy at Corne ll University. At tl1at 
point he decided to go to law school, 
graduating cum laude from Harvard 
L'lw and canting almost inm1ediately to 
UB La\v. "I like to say that I was a law 
student in june and a law professor in 
Augusr,·• he laughs. He was drawn, he 
says, by UB Law·s reputation, even 
then, as an institution d1at valued inter-
last hours. Empirical evidence to sup-
pan tl1at assumption, mough, is scarce, 
Ewir1g says. 
His research bas resulted ir1 five 
books: Fatal Families: 77Je Dynamics of 
Intrafamilial Homicide, Kids \VboKi/1; 
Wbe11 Children Kill: 77Je Dynamics of 
Juvenile Homicide, Battered Women 
1\'lbo Kill; and Crisis JnteJVent ion as Psy-
cbotberapy. He also co-aud1ored d1e 
book Psycbologv, Psychiatlycmd the 
Law: A Clinical and Forensic Hand-
book, and is the author or co-autl1or of 
about 70 od1er publications. 
In addition, Ewir1g edits tl1e bi-
mondlly journal Bebcwioral Sciences 
a ud tbe Law, with w hich he has been 
associated sir1ce 1991. 
ft is a f·ull calendar, and Ewmg insists 
discip linary approaches to 
d1e law- much like Bran-
deis University, where he 
taught undergraduate law 
pan time while a student at 
Harvard. 
He went on to research 
and write e.>..'tensively about 
the intersectio n o f psycho lo-
gy and law , a rich vein d1at 
he was supported in explo r-
ing. "One o f d1e beauties o f 
th is p lace,·· Ewing says, '· is 
that evei)Tthing I have ever 




is a great 
honor to 
d1ere is no method Lo the mad-
ness. "My time management 
strategy is just to keep work-
ing, to keep doing it,·· he s:tys. 
"I have always got a lot of 
things goir1g at once. I cannot 
ever really turn it off. Waiting is 
the worst d1ing in d1e world 
for me. That is why it would 
be hard for me to be a practic-
ing lawyer - they do a lot of 
me." 
done here has been encouraged.'' 
It he lped , too, that in the early 1980s 
the discipline of law and psychology 
was just cotning into its own, inducting 
establishmenr o f the American Board of 
Forensic Psychology. 
The m·o fields, he says, fit together 
nicely. 
"They work well together because 
d1ey are diffe rent, but they a re a lot 
more closely re lated than peqple 
would think,'. Ewing says. "A lot of law 
is psycho logy. Law is designed to 
shape behavior and change behavior. 
To me, they go hand in hand: · 
That fascination has can·ied over to 
his teaching. Ewing says he uies ·-ro get 
stude nts to think about, why do we do 
it tl1at way'" For example, he points to 
d1e admission of deathbed declarations 
as an exception to the rule prohibiting 
hearsay, on the assumption that people 
have nothing to gain by lying in the ir 
waiting. When I go to court to 
testify, I always brir1g a brief-
case of books." 
The whirlwind of activity is not con-
fined to his office on d1e sevend1 floor 
of O'Brian Hall, d1ough. E\ving says 
one project of which he is most proud 
is coaching d1e 10-member mock oial 
team at Williamsville 011h High 
School. The team was one of si....:, out of 
600, to reacl1 the New york State cham-
pionships in Albany th1s year. 'These 
kids are amazing," he says. "The season 
runs from December d1ro ugh April, 
and d1ey a re arguing both sides of d1e 
same case all through t11aLlir11e, and 
you can just sec;.t11e growtJ1 happening. 
It is a lot of fun. 
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Ewing. wbo bas been a m em ber of 
tbe UB Law faculty since 1983, 
teaches criminal law, evidence, 
juvenile lawJorensic science and 
psychology, and psycbiall)' and 
law. His se1v ice as a consultant and 
trial witness includes e:>..pet1ise in 
fo rensic psycholog)l; insanity 
defenses, inchtdingpostpartlt/11 
psychosis; juvenile uioleuce: 
domes! ic uiole11ce: and repressed 
me/1/0iy. 
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